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Tradition:

Music exists in our culture because it provides an aesthetic experience that is unlike any other.
No other art form can duplicate the kind of perception that results from expressing oneself
through musical performance. The person who participates in a music class is paving the way for
future musical enjoyment, whether it be listening or performing.

Humans of almost every culture use music to express themselves. Studying music can help
students learn about their ancestors, and can provide an opportunity for learning about others.
We can celebrate and honor our similarities and differences through music.

The following pages contain guidelines for our students, which have been formulated for the
purpose of maintaining a music class in which each member, the entire school, and the
community may take pride. Please read the following carefully, save it for reference and return
the attached form stating understanding and support of the stated procedures.

Classroom Procedures & Materials

1. Students will bring their class folder, recorder, recorder book, reading book, and a pencil to every class/rehearsal.

2. Students will leave their backpacks and all other items outside the music room on the tables.

3. A student whose throat is sore should not sing. Such a student should notify the teacher/conductor before the class
begins and then give full attention to the rehearsal, following the music silently.

All people, instruments, and objects in the classroom will be treated with respect.

Personal needs such as sharpening pencils and getting drinks should be taken care of before class.

A student who is not in the proper seat with his or her materials out will be considered tardy.

Whether sitting or standing, students will maintain correct posture while singing or playing recorder.

Running in the classroom or tipping the chairs back is dangerous and is not considered acceptable.
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Students will maintain total silence when the director, or other person, is addressing the class, and especially during
rehearsal. A conductor who stops the performers wishes to give specific instructions relating to the music.

10. Questions are always welcome as long as they are for the general information of the class, and are asked by raising
a hand. Personal questions will be asked before or after rehearsal.

11. Each class will be dismissed by the teacher, rather than the bell. Upon being dismissed, students will walk to the
nearest aisle rather than climb over chairs. Chairs will not be moved unless the teacher asks that this be done.

12. Students will not eat or drink in the classroom or performance site, with the exception of water bottles.

13. Students will practice their music and complete any given assignments outside of class when assigned, and will
have a study buddy to call when they are absent to find out assignments. Assignments will be due one or two days after

a student returns and/or as discussed with the teacher.



Exploratory Music

As part of the sixth grade wheel, your child is presently enrolled in a VVocal/General
Music Class. This class is built around activities stemming from vocal and instrumental
music, and including: singing, listening, playing recorder, in class performance, and
discussion. The students will have some opportunities in the following areas, including
the chance to:

A. Participate in classroom music performance, while acquiring musicianship
skills through:

1. Singing
2. Recorder Performance
3. Note Reading and Rhythm Practice
B. Learn about musical and artistic concepts, such as:
1. Repetition and contrast
2. Dynamics, tempo, tone quality, pitch, meter, and orchestration.
3. Melody, harmony, accompaniment

C. Understand compositional procedures through:

1. Learning to follow a vocal score
2. Learning to follow a recorder score

D. Improve listening skills through:

1. Voice part recognition
2. Instrument Identification

E. Learn about the music of other cultures and time periods through:

1. Exposure to music from other nations

2. Discussions about the functions that music has in different
cultures.

3. Exposure to music from different eras



Grading for Sixth Grade Music

A person’s success in meeting obligations is reflected in his/her grade for the class. A
student’s behavior can directly influence the class and/or rehearsal and is therefore

considered to be an important part of his/her grade. Citizenship and Work Habits will be

counted as part of the academic grade. Other activities that may be graded include:
participation, work habits, oral/written exams, singing/playing tests, performance
participation, notebooks, practice logs, and various assignments.

Every twelve weeks there will be a different combination of assignments and in-class
performances for grades. In class performances are mandatory and are considered tests.
Student’s points are added at each grading period and then divided by the number of
grades given. This means that everyone who does well can maintain an A.

Academic Grade
The overall grade a student earns is related to the student’s ability to meet the following
requirements:

Tests (Performance and/or written)

o Tests are given approximately once a week.

Class preparedness

o Individual preparation will be evaluated through the results of individual home
practice and/or study as observed by the director in class.

Performance participation

o Participation during all class activities (including reading, writing, singing, and
playing)

Written Assignments

o Written assignments are given in class and for homework, to foster good writing
habits and to help students assimilate music knowledge.

Deportment

o Behavior plays an important role in the activities and performances that take place
in the music classroom. Learning proper concert deportment is part of this class.

o Deportment is of great importance in the classroom, for each person who
participates is representing himself/herself, his/her organization, his/her school
and community. Each student’s overall attitude and deportment constitute an
inclusive part of his/her final academic grade.

Participation

o Daily participation is vital to the growth and success of both the individual and
the group and is factored in as a part of the academic grade.

Work Habits and Citizenship

o Work habits and citizenship will be included as part of the academic grade for this
class.



Work Habits Grade

The work habits grade a student earns is related to the student’s ability to meet the
following requirements:
e Music Folder, Recorder, and Recorder Books
o Students should bring their own three-ring binder of music worksheets, recorder,
and recorder book every day, as not much learning happens when students forget
to bring their materials.
o Students will be assigned detention time for consistently forgetting to bring their
materials.
e Pencil - AGMNTWASP (A good musician never travels without a sharpened pencil)
o Students should have a pencil every day. The pencils are used to mark on the
music and music worksheets. Never use ink on the music or the books.
Unnecessary markings, drawings, or notes, will not be made in music or on

folders.
e Planner
o To write down tests, reminders, etc.
e Study Skills

o All students must stay on top of their work and prepare for in class assignments,
performances, and/or tests.
e Participation
o Daily participation is vital to the growth and success of both the individual and
the group and is factored in as a part of the academic grade.

Citizenship Grade

The citizenship grade a student earns is related to the student’s ability to meet the

following requirements.

e Attentive to teacher’s instructions, and prompt reaction to directions.

» Participating with a positive and respectful attitude.

e Respecting school and class rules, and following school’s dress code.

e Not singing or talking unless asked.

« Following directions the first time they are given.

« Raising hands for questions, answers, and comments.

e Promptly stopping talking or singing when the conductor stops or when the signal to
stop is given.

e Showing respect for the opinions and contributions of fellow musicians.

o Exhibiting self-discipline to necessitate the maintenance of order for the rehearsal.

e Helping to maintain a rehearsal room that is neat, clean and free of graffiti.

e Arriving to class, rehearsals, and performances on time.

e A student who disrupts the class, or continuously does not heed directions will be
assigned detention

o Detention(s) earned by student affects citizenship grade.



| look forward to a successful fun-filled twelve weeks with all of you. Parents, if you
have any questions please do not hesitate to call me at school between the hours of 8:30
a.m. and 3:30 p.m. at (310) 545-4878 extension 3120 or to email me at hgold@mbusd.org

Sincerely,

Heather Gold, Choral and Exploratory Music Director

PLEASE HAVE YOUR SON OR DAUGHTER RETURN THIS TO ME IN CLASS.

| have read the Sixth Grade VVocal/Exploratory Music course requirements
and | agree that | understand and will meet these requirements.

Return for a grade by (date)

Student Signature Parent Signature

Printed Name



